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In order to help students stay in school it is important to determine what are the causes of school drop out.  As an educator, it is important to determine what motivates some students to learn and thrive in school settings, while other students seem to struggle to develop the knowledge and cognitive resources to be successful academically.  “Failure to graduate from high school is an individual as well as a societal problem.”
  

For the majority of people success in school directly impacts their economic, social, and personal well being.
 The results of dropping out for the individual may be a lower economical status, lower end jobs, decreased earnings, and possibly unemployment.  Society’s costs are typically estimated in terms of financial costs and revenue losses, that is, increased taxes to subsidize public assistance programs and loss of taxable income due to a higher unemployment rate among poor achievers and school drop outs.
  A large amount of research states that the causes of school dropout have been conducted with the primary focus on academic and family issues.  


“Measures of social preference and peer acceptance have been found to predict school dropout.”
   The lack of social interactions with peers increases the risk of school dropout among with drawn students.  Aggression predicts many negative educational outcomes yet the association between aggression and dropout did not differ by a child’s ethnicity, SES, or minority status in the classroom.  As an educator, one might want to read about psychological studies of aggression to better understand the ramifications of aggressive behavior.  


Related research also supports the broader premise that peer relationships measures predict an array of school related problems; include ding grade retention, poor academic achievement, and truancy.  “School success is seen as an important predictor of adolescent and adult outcomes
”   When a student is experiencing failure at school it is important to determine what issues in student’s life may be contributing to this.  “For instance, a student having difficulties in school work may not attend particular classes or may skip most of the school day.”
  

School difficulties have been linked to “…a variety of intra psychic, family, and school antecedents. Temperament and motivation, family structure and dynamics, and school characteristics have been linked to achievement.  Some school difficulties may be that some student’s self perception of competence and their lack of self motivation.  The importance of student’s perceptions of competence and intrinsic motivation in school functioning and achievement has been documented by a strong body of researchers in both cognitive and educational psychology.  Intrinsic motivation is strongly linked to the basic human need to feel competent.  A lack of competence may make some children want to drop out of school.  “According to the constructivists’ perspective, children’s perceptions of competence are not innate but rather the result of development and construction over time through learning experiences.”
  Children come to school for an education, yet they may not get one due to their self perception of being incompetent.  In order to feel competent children need to be more cognitively engaged in learning and thinking than students who doubt their capabilities to do well.  As where, a child’s own perception is not one of competence they will fail to learn.  It is important to note that a child’s perceptions of competence do not necessarily reflect their real capabilities.  

According to some authors about student motivation children’s initial optimism about school rapidly and systematically declines as children get older.  In current research on student motivation the self determination theory is one model that has integrated both the needs and social cognitive constructs.”
  This model uses three basic needs: competence, autonomy, and relatedness. 

The child’s home life may affect their educational outcome.  The parents’ interactions with their child may determine whether or not a child stays in school.  A child’s first learning environment is their home life where they learn their first deep lessons about life.  Theses lessons over the course of childhood impart some of the most “…fundamental emotional messages of a lifetime--lessons that can determine a life course.”
  There are hundreds of studies that show how parents treat their children have long lasting consequences for the child’s emotional life.  Children that are better at handling their own emotions are more effective at soothing themselves when upset, and get less upset less often.  So if the child is capable of more self regulating behavior they are less likely to dropout of school because they will be better at controlling their anger and aggression.  Remember that aggression is one of the biggest indicators of school dropout.  

Children when given a good dose of parental approval and encouragement tend to expect to succeed in life’s challenges.  By contrast, children that do not get this tend to go through life with a defeatist attitude.  These children also tend to expect “…no encouragement or interest from teachers…; finding school joyless…and eventually dropping out.”


The National Center for Clinical Infant programs states that school success is not predicted by a child’s fund of facts or precocious ability to read so much as by emotional and social measures: being self assured and interested; knowing what kind of behavior is expected and how to rein the impulse to misbehave; being able to follow directions, and to turn to teachers from help; expressing needs while getting along with other children.


Researchers in recent years have examined the effects of neighborhood and community conditions on school outcomes and have determined that students in all socioeconomic groups may experience school difficulties.  Some studies state that living in an impoverished neighborhood is likely to compound the risk of school failure.  Living in poverty will put a limit on the resources that the adult will be able to get for the child.  As a result, of this state “…a child’s academic psychosocial development may be stymied.”
  

In addition, teen age children also have fewer role models for academic achievement.  As a result, a person without a role model may lack guidance and some extrinsic motivational factors.  

The largest group of children at the highest risk for high school drop out comes from ethnic and low income backgrounds.  The high school drop out rate for Hispanic youths born out of the United States is 44.2 percent. The high school drop out rate for Hispanic youth born in the United States is 28.6 percent.  The percentage rates for African Americans is 12.6 and for 7.3 percent for Euro Americans.


One of the leading reasons for the Hispanic drop out rate is the student’s language difference.  These children could not obtain the information at school due to a language barrier between teacher and student.  In order to combat this it is important to involve ethnic minority parents, effective teachers, and it is necessary to instruct these children in their native language first. 



As an educator, it may be important to improve attendance and reduce problem behavior, with the goal of improved grades for students.  Some educators may attempt behavioral incentives, such as pizza parties or movie passes that might be given for attendance or for the student when he or she demonstrates appropriate school behavior.  Incentives may not always give protection to students from neighborhood bullies, “…criminal activity, and other threatening circumstances.”
  Possible solutions and intervention points to the attendance problem may “…rest with the police who may need to strengthen their presence while students going to and from school…”
  


Recent research indicates that professionals from various disciplines working with children often overlook the community context.  Yet to make a difference one must recognize and intervene at the source.  The community context can theoretically affect students by either having them believe that their environment can affect them or they can adapt to almost any environment.

In order to help students stay in school it is important for the student to have parental involvement in their education.  “Parents may need to improve their own education to adequately monitor their child’s school progress.”
  It may be necessary to providing tasks that within the range of competence for the student.  “It may be necessary to make the tasks neither too easy nor too difficult, but challenge students in appropriate ways.
  This of course should allow students to use their prior knowledge and expertise as well as engages students in tasks in which they feel confident and competent and succeed.  Using motivational theories may help students stay in school.  As a result, the school dropout rate may decline.  Many psychological theories may help in the educational setting if they can be adapted to the local school, classroom, disciplinary, and cultural contexts by teachers and designers.
  Teachers may want to adapt various instructional and curriculum goals to better help the student to achieve their goals or the student may chose to drop out of school since the school setting is not meeting their needs.  As an educator, it may be necessary to help foster a children’s self motivation so that they can have a more personal control of their own learning and behavior.  For students who believe that they have more personal control of their own learning and behavior are more likely to do well and achieve at higher levels than students who do not feel in control, such as those who are often labeled as learned helpless.  Of course this leads to the key issue for teachers is to determine how to implement psychological theories into the classroom.  “Basic researchers may want to pursue the general question regarding the detrimental effects of rewards…it seems more fruitful for research to focus on how the traditional rewards used in classrooms (such as grades or point systems, which are not going to disappear in the near future) can be combined with other classroom factors…”
  


Since the public educational system uses many extrinsic motivators to motivate children to learn the continuous school dropout pattern will remain the same.  The key to keeping children in school is to have parental involvement, highly qualified teachers, and an educational setting that provides for the needs of the children.  This really means that the curriculum, the teacher, and the educational setting must focus on the child.  The child will need their native language and culture to be recognized and used as part of their education before more children will stay in school.

Higher levels of interest and intrinsic motivation motivate students to learn more.  As result, students that are engaged tend to stay in school and avoid dropping out due to a higher level of interest.  If this is the case then the current educational system is not providing an equal education to all children.  If the curriculum is not engaging and related to the children’s lives then the is higher chance that the child will no longer be a student but a dropout.    

In educational setting it important to take care of the emotional well being of the children in that setting for if these needs are not meet they will tend to leave the school at some point along the educational path.  Cognitive psychologist, when they started to work in the educational setting, quickly realized that they were correct that academic cognition is effortful, “…but it is not cold, but hot, in the terms of the involvement of motivational and emotional factors.”
 


Classrooms and schools can differ in dramatic ways “…they do not all have to look the same in terms of how they attempt to motivate students or how they facilitate cognition and learning through instruction.  Just as there are multiple pathways for development, there are multiple pathways for the design of motivating classrooms and schools.”
  There should be some underlying foundations and principles that are followed but on how they are developed and implemented should be left up to the classroom teacher.  That way the teacher can better be able to get parental involvement and student learning to work towards keeping students in school.  The overall goal of education is to provide an education to those that come to school.  If the child is not there or has left the school then the system must be changed so that the child and society do not have to pay the price later on.
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